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through the weak garrison there and to advance to the
Shumran bend with the object of getting astride the Turkish
line of communication west of Kut.* On paper, and leaving
out all practical considerations, these schemes looked attrac-
tive : in reality they were impossible. General G-orringe had
neither sufficient bridging material to enable him to cross the'
swiftly-flowing river, "nor enough heavy artillery to give ade-
quate support to such a difficult tactical operation—which
would have to be carried out in the face of determined opposi-
tion. An advance across the Hai was out of the question
because the land transport of the Tigris Corps was quite insuf-
ficient to maintain even a small mobile force so far in advance
of river-head and, had it been sufficient, the flooded area on
the right, bank west of the Hai would still have prevented
movement there.
In practice then, all that General Gorringe could do
was slowly to move forward on the right bank to occupy as
much of the evacuated Turkish positions as the administra-
tive situation would allow him to maintain. This he did,
and by June 9th, after advancing in intense heat and suffer-
ing considerably from lack of drinking water, the 3rd Division
reach Imam, and was in occupation of a position from
which the British heavy guns could reach the Hai—and even
Kut. By the middle of June, the old Turkish positions at
Magasis, Es Sinn, and Dujailah were in British occupation;
behind them labour-companies were toiling away at the con-
struction of the light railway which was to connect Sinn
Abter with the river-head at Sheikh Saad.*
On the Euphrates^ although there appeared to be no likeli-
hood of a hostile offensive, the tribal attitude about ITasiriyeh
and Shattra gave cause for considerable anxiety, and the
infantry brigade at Kasiriyeh had had to be increased to
one division (the 15th, commanded by General Brooking).
However, this division had accumulated a large reserve of
supplies, and was well enough situated.
Elsewhere the administrative situation was bad. On the
Tigris at Sheikh Saad, the advance base, the reserve of
supplies was becoming dangerously low, and the average.daily
delivery in front of river-head was not sufficient to meet the
demands for rations at full scale.
Meanwhile, the wastage of personnel was very seriously in-
creasing. Between the 1st April and the 1st May, casualties
* Fide Maps No. 3 and 4.

